A~ In-Situ

Newsletter of the Nevada Archaeological Association

Vol 12, No. 2

Summer 2008

PRESIDENTS CORNER
Eva Jensen, NAA President.

OREGON ARCHAEOLOGY boasts the
oldest, put it in polite terms, ‘coprolite with
luman DNA’. Everyone should know the
archaeologist that claims that prize was trained
in Nevada! Before Dennis Jenkins was a Dr. he
was a “Master” at UNLV in Nevada, proving,
Nevada archaeologists really know their .....
coprolites. The NAA works hard to uphold that
proud tradition! : ’~

THANKS TO ALL NAA MEMBERS
and everyone for doing such a great job to make
archaeology in Nevada the best it can be. We
have had growth in the participation every year |
have been involved as a board member. 1 want
to personally thank the members and everyone
willing to share their time to make it work. This
is my first official ‘President’s Corner’ report
with the usual information and hopefully a little
humor on the side. I plan to stay in the corner,
and help you keep this organization strong.

PRESIDENTIAL THANKS to former
presidents Greg, Steve, and Anne, and the others
who have lead the organization and are always
willing to offer advice. Last year board members
helped behind the scenes to make this year one
of our most successful ever, and one ‘heck’ of a
lot of fun (that’s a word from my Utah roots).

BOARD LOSSES were small in number
but huge in scope. David Valentine served on
the board for over 10 years holding several
different positions. (Hold that position Dave.)
As newsletter editor, secretary, member at large,
Dave set a high standard for the remaining board
members to uphold. Dave recruited me and

several other board members past and present to
help with the NAA. He strongly encouraged
student participation in the organization. His
untimely defection to Idaho will be a great loss
to the NAA, but he did promise to keep in touch
from the spud mine fields whenever possible.
Maybe we can get him to come back and cook
his famous Dutch oven potatoes now that he has
unlimited supply! We’ll miss the pun master.
Congratulations on your new job! We look
forward to the first NAA, Idaho Chapter.

BOARD MOVES were also minimal
this year. Eight members were retained for
another year and George Phillips joins us as the
treasurer. George was a bank executive in his
former life and he says he hates money and
accounting so he’ll slip right in where the former
treasurer (I) left off. I’ve seen him count
money...don’t worry! Greg Seymour will act as
a board member at large while he gets settled in
his new job as Executive Director of the Great
Basin National Heritage Route. Other positions
remain as follows:

Suzan Slaughter, Newsletter Editor;
Daron Duke, Membership; Greg Haynes,
Secretary; Hal Rager, Webmaster; Liz Russell,
Site Steward Liaison; and Mark Giambastiani,
Member at Large. Mark has served as program
chair for the Annual Meeting two years now and
we may put him on retainer or in restraints for
that duty for life.

MINDEN WAS OUTSTANDING as a
venue for our Annual Meeting this year and we
were pleased to honor the memory of Alanah



Woody in her home town, for her work to
support and promote Nevada archacology. The
session organized by Pat Barker and Don Fowler
highlighted research dear to Alanah and featured
her beloved volunteers and husband Gus with
the Alanah Chronicles of her remarkable career.
OUR SATURDAY PAPER SESSION
was one of the strongest ever. It is great to be
able to say that every year. It means we are not
getting older...just better! (I keep telling myself
that but the doctor just keeps saying ‘as you get
older’). Plans to select papers from the last few
annual meeting sessions for a journal volume are
under way. This year’s meeting had the most
registrations ever. We have had over 100 people

-—attending-for-two-years-in-a-rowl-A-dynamic—

auction team with Mark Henderson, Jeff
Wedding, Bill White, Diane Winslow, and
others were raking the dough out of your wallets
for the NAA. Thanks for your generosity! Jeff
Wedding suggested a "NAA Committee for
Auction Affairs and Beer Drinking”. As one of
my first official duties, Mark Henderson, Jeff
Wedding, and Bill White are duly so appointed
to pry pennies from your pockets at the next
meeting, and whatever the last part of the

committee title implies. I’'m looking forward to
that committee progress report.

ARCHAEOLOGY MONTH posters and
activity brochures were distributed with the help
of generous support from private CRM firms
and three federal agencies as well as the SHPO.
Preservation Grant. Activities relating to the
New Deal in Nevada generated a lot of interest
and provided an opportunity to introduce people
to archaeology outside the crystal skull
syndrome.

KEEP DOING WHAT YOU ARE
DOING. I would love to hear your comments
and suggestions. We will be continuing our
program evaluation that Greg started last year

approval in the next year. Encourage your
friends to join. As Webmaster Hal says,
“Hundreds of good loeking archaeologists
can't be wrong!”

P.S. You are invited to join the board for
the next meeting in Austin where I will unveil
my presidential Hawaiian shirt in the proud
tradition started by former presidents Steve and
Greg. Happy trails!

Eva

Next Board Meeting

NAA Quarterly Board Meeting Austin, NV July 19 at 3:00 p.m.

The next quarterly board meeting will be held at the Bob Scott campground, Saturday July 19, at
3:00 p.m. The campground is just east of Austin, NV, on Highway 50, at Bob Scott summit. On Saturday
morning at 9:30, we will have a tour of the historic churches of Austin. Meet at 9:15 at Cedar and Main in
Austin (there was a parking area on the northeast corner last time I was there). All NAA members and
guests are welcome to join us for the tour and board meeting.

We have the group area reserved at Bob Scott campground and some board members will be
camping Friday and Saturday night. For other lodging information and information about Austin check
out these web sites: http://austinnevada.convindex.html and http://www.ausnvhistsoc.com/




NEWS FROM AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS
Archaeo-Nevada Society (ANS)

If you have questions about membership or if you are already a member and need information
about your membership or dues, feel free to email us at membership@archaconevada.org

Elko County Chapter, Nevada Archaeological Association

Meetings will be held on the first Friday of the month, at 7:00 p.m. in a variety of locations.
Please check each month as times may change. Everyone interested in archaeology is welcome to attend.
“1f you have any questions please call Donna at 738-6269 or email murphys@ecitlink.net.

Nevada Rock Art Foundation News
Kim Hopkinson (khopkinson@nevadarockart.org)

As part of NRAF’S Distinguished Lecture Series Polly Schaafsma will be coming to talk
to NRAF audicnces in Reno, Elko, and Las Vegas in October 2008. Polly Schaafsma is a leading
authority on the rock art of New Mexico and the Southwest, as well as the Great Basin. She is a research
associate of the Muscum of Indian Arts and Culture/the Laboratory of Anthropology of the Museum of
New Mexico. The lecture series is made possible by a grant from Nevada Humanities. Please check the
NRAF website for further updates, as well as venue information, at www.nevadarockart.org

The 2008 field season of the Lagomarsino Rock ‘Art Documentation Project kicked off on May
24th. Despite poor weather, the massive project, started in 2003 in partnership with Storey County,
progressed significantly during this one week session. The site contains an estimated 1,000-5,000 rock art
panels, and as of June 2008 NRAF

Ongoing events include Northern Site Tours to Grimes Point on July 19" and August 1 6™. Call
Kim Hopkinson at 775-323-6723 or email info@nevadarockart.org to reserve a place.

Site Stewardship News
Carl Bjork, West Central Nevada Regional Coordinator

The Walker River Paiute Tribal Council hosts the 1st Nevada-SHPO Volunteer Archaeological
Site Stewardship program refresher class on the Walker River Paiute Reservation, in Schurz, Nevada. On
April 5th, 2008, SHPO trained site stewards from the West Central Nevada and Northwest Nevada
regions, and members of the Walker River Paiute Cultural Committee, with interested tribal elders, came
together to share and discuss the need for protecting and preserving sites that are held sacred to the Paiute
people; and archaeological sites that are important to saving Nevada’s historical heritage.

Melvin Brown, Paiute and site steward, opened the meeting with Sali Underwood, SHPO Site
Stewardship Program Coordinator. Melvin told the group about the importance for coming together to
share on the reservation. Sali gave a brief outline of the new SHPO-Nevada Volunteer Site Stewardship
Program. Carl Bjork, West Central Nevada Regional Coordinator, shared local area site status and the
importance of a multi-approach for monitoring sites that are important to the Paiute people. Members of
the Paiute Cultural Committee expressed a need for a method of sharing site information, regarding site
damage and identifying sites that are important to the Paiute people on Federal public lands. Members
were interested in the SHPO site stewardship program and how it could be adopted for use on the
Reservation.



The refresher class covered using electronic forms and email for reporting site visits and public
visitor impacts to sites in the West Central Nevada Region. More than 30 people attending the refresher
class meeting enjoyed an excellent lunch and refreshments provided by tribal members. After a great
training meeting and lunch, the Cultural Committee invited all in attendance to visit an important
petroglyph site on the reservation. Years ago, Highway 95 was constructed through the middle of the site
and, again when the highway was re-routed an important petroglyph boulder was up-rooted and dumped-
off of the new alignment. At the site, it was learned that the disregarded rock was a “doctor-rock™ and is
considered very important and sacred to the Paiute people.

For additional information contact: Sali Underwood, saunderw(@clan.lib.nv.us (702) 486-5011 or Carl
Bjork, carlbjork@comeast.net (209)772-1480.

Doctor Rock — The petroglyph boulder is held sacred by the Walker River Paiute people. The rock
is now rolled 90 degrees from its original position; it was up-rooted by highway construction for a
new alignment of Highway 95, north of Schurz, Nevada. Note the coins on top of the rock. After a
prayer asking for safety and health, or good luck, a gift of coins or other object is left at the rock.

Site stewards and Paiute tribal members discuss the future of the Doctor Rock pétroglyph site.

Melvin Brown, Paiute site steward (center) talks with Johnnie Williams (Paiute elder) and Patricia
Ellis; both site stewards.



SHPO NEWS
Alice M. Baldrica
State Historic Preservation Office

The Nevada State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), like every state agency, is sustaining
budget cuts that will reduce SHPO’s ability to fund grarits. Terri McBride, the SHPO National Register
coordinator, has taken a position with the Legislative Counsel Bureau and that position will remain vacant
for the time being. Future cuts may be necessary although demand for SHPO services remains high.
SHPO asks that members of the public requesting information and assistance on the Centennial Ranch
program, the State Marker program and the State and National Registers be patient. Existing SHPO staff
will help them to the best of their ability although SHPO power to act on requests may be delayed or
limited.”

SOLICITATIONS, EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

2008 Ting Perkins Award
Eva Jensen, NAA President

The NAA Board of Directors and members are happy to recognize Anne McConnell with the
Ting Perkins Award for 2008. Anne gives hundreds of hours each year to many different organizations,
institutions, and agencies to help protect archaeological sites. Anne assists the NAA in editing and
preparing the Nevada Archaeologist Journal for printing. Her professionalism and dedication is
exemplary in this capacity and she often has to urge other reticent editors to get material to her so she can
get things moving when we slow down. Anne has been involved in the site steward program since the
beginning and helped establish the training and she continues to be one of the most reliable stewards in
the program. She recently took on the responsibility of being co-coordinator in Las Vegas Valley area.

In American Rock Art Research Association she caught up the layout/editing work on seven past
journal volumes and she has done the layout/editing work on ten volumes since. She has worked to
arrange speakers of Southern Nevada Rock Art Association monthly meetings for many years and has
served as president of that organization for two years. At the Lost City Museum she worked to organize
and catalog the library; to make a photo inventory of collections; and helped with a project to photograph
the pottery collection. ‘

Anne suggested improvements for the IMACS Rock Art attachment, and with her computer skills
she created a simplified condensed form to capture important information in an easier format. This form
was accepted by SHPO and incorporated into the recording procedure. Anne was an original member of
the volunteer Nevada Rock Art Documentation Project that was a precursor to the Nevada Rock Art
Foundation (NRAF). She continues to coordinate NRAF’s efforts in southern Nevada, organizing
training, setting up and participating in recording projects, and spends countless hours hosting inking
sessions and preparing finished project books in a highly professional manner. These recording projects
have helped the Federal agencies manage the cultural resources of Nevada.

NRAF Executive Director Angus Quinlan offers the following insight about Anne’s contribution
to NRAF.

Anne McConnell has played an important role in coordinating NRAF's efforts in southern

Nevada. She has contributed both to the implementation of NRAF's mission, to identify

and document rock art sites at risk, and enhanced NRAF's organizational capacity in the

Las Vegas area. In the field, Anne has coordinated volunteers documenting rock art sites,

assisted staff archaeologists in collecting IMACS data, keeping photo logs, tracking and

inventorying fieldwork materials, and generally been available to lend support where ever

it is needed. She has contributed to the post-fieldwork phase of projects by inking and






























